
 
 
Lewistown, PA      April 1, 2010 
 
The Board of Mifflin County Commissioners met for their Regular Meeting on 
Thursday, April 1, 2010 at 9:00 a.m.  In attendance were Commissioners Mark A. 
Sunderland, Otis E. Riden, Jr. and Robert A. Reck; Chief Clerk Cathy Romig; 
and, Confidential Clerk Shirley Haller.  Solicitor Patricia Gardner was absent 
(Court) 
 
Joe Cannon from The Sentinel/County Observer was the only member of the news 
media present. 
 
Guests present were Treas. Janice Peachey; Juniata Commissioner Teresa 
O’Neal; Co. Auditor Helen Kirk; Grant Writer Lisa Stalnaker; Planning Dir. Bill 
Gomes; Human Services Dir. Allison Fisher; Fin. Mgr. Kathy Bobeck; Shelter 
Dir. Wilda Fisher; United Way Dir. Marie Mulvihill; Laura Simonetti from GIS; 
Karin Knode; Holly McCready; Jim Young; Grangers Jim Aurand and Lewis 
Smith; Tim Mateer; Larry Clark; Anthony & Shirley Geno 
 
Chairman Sunderland called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
I.  A moment of silent prayer was observed as the Invocations. 
 
II.  The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all present. 
 
III.  Approval of Minutes: 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Reck to accept the minutes of the Regular 
Meeting of March 18, 2010 as received.  Seconded by Commissioner Riden.  
Motion carried. 
 
IV.  County Treasurer’s Report: 3/17/10 to 3/30/10 
 
General Account Starting Balance    $    186,447.13 
 Deposits, Receipt #’s 47797 to 47997     1,105,722.71 
 
 Bills Paid – 76941 to 77133          602,719.95 
 Transferred to Capital Reserve        345,985.00 
 Transferred to Payroll (Cks. 47436 to 47668)      334,017.50 
   Interest @ 0.50% 
     Ending Balance          9,447.39 
 
 Liquid Fuels Acct.  0.50% @ JVB       179,070.32 
 911 Telephone Acct.  0.50% @ JVB         82,787.93 
 Capital Reserve Acct.  1.01% @ JVB    2,173,787.80 
  General Acct. Funds   0.00 
  911 Funds            1,101,007.98 
  TRAN Acct.            1,072,77982 
  
 Total Capital Reserve Account    2,173,787.80 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Riden to accept the Treasurer’s Report as 
received, subject to audit.  Seconded by Commissioner Reck.  Motion carried. 
 
V.  Approval of Bills: 
 
1.  General Fund, Accounts Payable: Ck. #76942 to 77133 in the amount of 
        $602,719.95 
 
2.  Payroll Account: Ck. #47436 to 47668 in the amount of $334,017.50 
 



3.  MCCDBG Accounts: 
 
Ck. #885 – MCCDBG 07 – Derry Twp. CDBG – PO #2411 - $232.38 
Ck. #886 – MCCDBG 07 – Granville Twp CDBG – PO #2412 - $75.12 
 
4.  9-1-1 Telephone Account: 
 
Ck. #2772 – SHI International Corp – Inv. #A3F56 - $86.00 
Ck. #2773 – Wal*Mart – TR #04872 - $38.48 
Ck. #2774 – Zelenkofske Axelrod LLC – Inv. #10-160 - $4,500.00 
 
Wire Transfers: 431 – AT&T - $459.61 
   432 – Centurylink - $342.00 
   433 – Centurylink - $181.82 
   434 – Penelec - $232.04 
   435 – Penelec - $103.52 
   436 – Penelec - $128.36 
   437 – Verizon - $3,849.13 
   438 – Verizon - $87.47 
   454 – Centurylink - $131.50 
   455 – Centurylink - $169.00 
 
5.  LEPC Account: 
 
Ck. #3268 – One-Stop Communications – Inv. #OSCOMIN51713 - $23.99 
Ck. #3269 – SHI International Corp – Inv. #AB1BB - $189.78 
 
6.  Liquid Fuels Account: 
 
Ck. #1479 – Newton Hamilton Borough – Proj. #01-44405-1C00 - $2,000.00 
 
Wire Transfer:  452 – Penelec- One Account - $56.83 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Reck to approve payment of bills as listed 
above.  Seconded by Commissioner Riden.  Motion carried. 
 
VI.  Committee Reports: 
 
Commissioner Riden:  LEO Board Meeting 
Commissioner Sunderland: SEDA-COG Board Meeting 
Commissioner Reck:  Vacation 
 
VII.  Public Comment:  None 
 
VIII.  Old Business:   None 
 
IX.  New Business: 
 
A.  Proclamation – Census 2010: 
 
Chairman Sunderland read the following proclamation: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHEREAS an accurate census count is vital to our community and residents’ well-being by 
helping planners determine where to locate schools, day care centers, roads and public 
transportation, hospitals and other facilities, and achieving an accurate and complete count of the 
nation’s growing and changing population; 

Census 2010 

Proclamation 

10 Questions-10 Minutes 

 
It’s Easy, It’s Safe,  

It’s Important! 



 
WHEREAS more than $400 billion per year in federal and state funding is allocated to states and 
communities based, in part, on census data; 

 
WHEREAS census data helps determine how many seats each state will have in the U.S. House 
of Representatives and often is used for the redistricting of state legislatures, county and city 
councils and voting districts; 

 
WHEREAS the 2010 Census creates jobs that stimulate economic growth and increase 
employment; 
 
WHEREAS the information collected by the census is confidential and protected by law; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, we proclaim that Mifflin County is committed to partnering with the U.S. 
Census Bureau and the local Complete Count Committee to help ensure a full and accurate count 
in 2010. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we the Mifflin County Commissioners will: 

1. Support the goals and ideals for the 2010 Census and disseminate 2010 Census 
information to encourage those in our community to participate. 

2. Encourage people in our community to place emphasis on the 2010 Census and raise 
overall awareness and ensure a full and accurate census. 

3. Support census takers as they help our community complete an accurate count. 
 

Motion was made by Commissioner Riden to adopt the above proclamation – 
Census 2010.  Seconded by Commissioner Reck.  Motion carried. 
 
B.  Proclamation – April is National Financial Literacy Month: 
 

Chairman Sunderland read the proclamation as follows: 
 

PROCLAMATION 
APRIL IS NATIONAL FINANCIAL LITERACY MONTH 

2010 
 

WHEREAS,  The mission of the Coalition of H.O.P.E.S- Help Offering People 
Essential Services – is to encourage our consumers in the process of becoming self-
sufficient by helping them find immediate assistance and make both short and long 
term decisions that affect their ability to reach life goals and achieve financial well 
being; 
 
WHEREAS, national Financial Literacy Month focuses on the importance of 
residents achieving personal financial goals which allow them to attain the highest 
quality of life available in Mifflin County; 
 
WHEREAS, many people fail in the management of their first consumer credit 
experience, establish bad financial management habits, and stumble financially 
learning by trial and error; and    
 
WHEREAS, personal financial practices and habit are formed during our childhood 
years; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, we the Mifflin County Commissioners 
proclaim the month of April 2010, as “Financial Literacy Month” to heighten public 
awareness. 
 
AND FURTHER, we support this worthy endeavor to support and collaborate for 
the benefit of the citizens and consumers of Mifflin County to protect their financial 
future. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we express our appreciation to the Coalition of 
H.O.P.E.S, Shelter Services,  
TIU 11, United Way of Mifflin-Juniata and the Mifflin-Juniata Human Services 
Department for their professionalism and kindness which enriches the lives of people 
of this great county and do hereby proclaim and urge all citizens to recognize and 
support these efforts and services. 
 



Motion was made by Commissioner Riden to adopt the above proclamation 
making April National Financial Literacy Month.  Seconded by Commissioner 
Reck.  Motion carried. 
 
C.  Proclamation – April 2010 is Grange Month: 
 
Chairman Sunderland read the proclamation as follows: 

 

PROCLAMATION 

APRIL 2010 as Grange Month 
 
 

WHEREAS, through the fraternal bonds of the Grange, members have served 
thousands of communities throughout the United States of America in significant and 
critical ways; and 
 
WHEREAS, throughout the 143 years of Grange service, our nations’ communities 
have benefited from a multitude of service projects, educational programs, and 
legislative action that have primarily aided local citizens; and 
 
WHEREAS, grassroots involvement in the creation of innovative and hands on 
solutions to the challenges facing our communities is a guiding principle of the 
grange; and    
 
WHEREAS, the commitment of the Grange to promotion of family values is 
reflected in our rules, policies, and the actions of our members and remains a 
cornerstone of the organization.  Our members understand that when you bring 
together the young and old, men and women, you have an organization more 
responsive to the local community; and 
 
WHEREAS, while the Granges possesses 143 years of experience in benefiting 
communities, we bring exciting new tools, methods, and attitudes to the solution of 
the problems of modern America; therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED that April 2010 is hereby proclaimed as Grange Month across America.  
Now is the time for each member to welcome new members into their Grange.  No is 
the time for Granges to share the benefits and advantages that Grange membership 
offers to every person of good character.  Now is the time for each Grange to ensure 
that every member is given the opportunity to reach their full potential. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Riden to adopt the above proclamation 
making April 2010 Grange Month.  Seconded by Commissioner Reck.  Motion 
carried. 
 
D.  Planning Excellence Award Proclamation: 
 
Chairman Sunderland read the proclamation as follows: 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

 

RECOGNITION OF DONALD KAUFFMAN 
 
 

WHEREAS, Donald Kauffman has been an active member of the Mifflin County 
Planning Commission for the past 15 years; 
 
WHEREAS, Donald Kauffman was a founding member of and served on the 
Mifflin County Regional Police Board from 1993 to 2007; 
 
WHEREAS, Donald Kauffman has been an active participant in preserving 
agricultural land in Mifflin County as a member of the Mifflin County Agriculture 
Land Preservation Board for the past 16 years; 
 



WHEREAS, Donald Kauffman has effectively served Bratton Township since 1988 
and helped secure public sewer service to portions of the Township that had 
suffered for many years with failed on lot systems; 
 
WHEREAS, Donald Kauffman has actively served on various other boards 
including the Mifflin County Children and Youth Advisory Committee, the Mifflin 
County Welfare Board, and the Home Nursing Boards of both Huntingdon and 
Altoona; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mifflin County Board of 
Commissioners would like to recognize Donald Kauffman for his efforts to improve 
the quality of life for residents of Mifflin County; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mifflin County Board of Commissioners 
supports the presentation of a joint Planning Excellence Award from the Board of 
Commissioners and the Mifflin County Planning Commission to Donald Kauffman 
for his contributions to planning in Mifflin County. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Riden to respectfully adopt the above 
proclamation for Planning Excellence Award.  Seconded by Commissioner Reck.  
Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Sunderland announced that this proclamation would be awarded this 
evening at the Annual Planning Dinner.   
 
Commissioner Riden commented that all four of these proclamations are well 
deserved and important to the County and Municipalities and congratulated all 
those involved in these endeavors.   
 
E.  Recommendation for County Engineer: 
 
Chairman Sunderland said that 22 engineers submitted proposals to PennDOT 
projects at PennDOT’s request.  Three names were chosen – EADS Group scored 
the highest with 97 points.  Buckhart Horn, Inc had 93 points and Wilson 
Consulting Group had 91 points.  We need a motion to forward these three names 
to PennDOT. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Riden to recommend the three top 
engineering groups with EADS Group being the top choice.  Seconded by 
Commissioner Reck.  Motion carried. 
 
F.  Promotion of Ashley Ranck from Caseworker to Caseworker Supervisor in the 
Children & Youth Dept., effective March 22, 2010: 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Reck to approve the promotion of Ashley 
Ranck from Caseworker to Caseworker Supervisor in the Children & Youth 
Dept., effective March 22, 2010.  Seconded by Commissioner Riden.  Motion 
carried. 
 
G.  Promotion of Nicole Patkalitsky from Caseworker II to Caseworker III in the 
Children & Youth Dept., effective April 5, 2010:  
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Reck to approve the promotion of Nicole 
Patkalitsky from Caseworker II to Caseworker II in the Children & Youth Dept., 
effective April 5, 2010.  Seconded by Commissioner Riden.  Motion carried. 
 
H.  Bid for HP 5000 DesignJet Plotter: 
 
Chairman Sunderland said they received one bid for $500.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Riden to accept  the bid of $500 for the HP 
5000 DesignJet Plotter.  Seconded by Commissioner Reck.  Motion carried. 
 



I.  Accept “Juvenile Drug Court Probation Officers” for Federal ARRA/Byrne 
Assistance Grant Program funds - $206,680 – 4/1/10 thru 3/31/12: 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Riden to accept the “Juvenile Drug Court 
Probation Officers” for Federal ARRA/Byrne Assistance Grant Program funds as 
noted above.  Seconded by Commissioner Reck.  Motion carried. 
 
J.  Request for real estate refund: 
  

• Parcel No. 12-21-140 located in Armagh Twp – a seasonal structure 
located on a neighboring parcel was also being assessed on this parcel – 
County portion $1,020.03 (2004-2009) 

 
Motion was made by Commissioner Reck to approve the request for real estate 
refund as noted above.  Seconded by Commissioner Riden.  Motion carried. 
 
K.  Request for exoneration of 2010 real estate tax bill and relieve the tax 
collector from collecting this bill: 
 

• Bill No. 17-01410 for Parcel No. 17,06-0105N-,000 located in Granville 
Twp. – the parcel did not receive the Clean & Green value 

 
Motion was made by Commissioner Riden to approve the request for exoneration 
of 2010 real estate tax bill and relieve the tax collector from collecting the bill as 
listed above.  Seconded by Commissioner Reck.  Motion carried. 
 
L.  Purchase of Service Agreement for use, if needed, by Children & Youth:  
 

• NHS Pennsylvania – Harrisburg, PA 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Riden to enter into the Purchase of Service 
Agreement as listed above.  Seconded by Commissioner Reck.  Motion carried. 
 
M.  South Central Mountains Pennsylvania Mutual Aid and Intergovernmental 
Cooperation Agreement: 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Riden to enter into the South Central 
Mountains Pennsylvania Mutual Aid and Intergovernmental Cooperation  
Agreement.  Seconded by Commissioner Reck.  Motion carried. 
 
N.  Memorandum of Agreement with Private Industry Council of Centre County: 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Riden to enter into the Memorandum of 
Agreement with Private Industry Council of Centre County.  Seconded by 
Commissioner Reck.  Motion carried. 
 
O.  Appointment of Philip Lucas to the South Central Mountains Regional 
Terrorism Task Force:  
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Riden to approve the appointment of Philip 
Lucas to the South Central Mountains Regional Terrorism Task Force.  Seconded 
by Commissioner Reck.  Motion carried. 
 
P.  Elderly Victim Services Advocate Grant Application: 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Riden to approve the Elderly Victim Services 
Advocate Grant Application.  Seconded by Commissioner Reck.  Motion carried. 
 
Q.  Resignation of Donald Kauffman from the Agriculture Land Preservation 
Board: 
 



Motion was made by Commissioner Riden to accept, with regret, the resignation 
of Donald Kauffman from the Agriculture Land Preservation Board.  Seconded by 
Commissioner Reck.  Motion carried. 
 
R.  Appointment of Mark Ellinger, Lewistown, PA to fill an unexpired term on the 
Agriculture Land Preservation Board – term expires December 31, 2012: 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Riden to approve the appointment of Mark 
Ellinger to fill an unexpired term on the Agriculture Land Preservation Board – 
term expired December 31, 2012.  Seconded by Commissioner Reck.  Motion 
carried. 
 
S.  Application for County Aid – 2010 Liquid Fuels Allocation: 
 

• McVeytown Borough - $1,000 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Reck to approve the application for County 
Aid – 2010 Liquid Fuels Allocation for McVeytown Borough - $1,000.  Seconded 
by Commissioner Riden.  Motion carried. 
 
T.  Resignation of Donald Kauffman from the Planning Commission, effective 
February 25, 2010: 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Riden to accept, with regret, the resignation 
of Donald Kauffman from the Planning Commission, effective February 25, 2010. 
Seconded by Commissioner Reck.  Motion carried. 
 
U.  Appointment of Kent Spicher, Belleville, PA to fill an unexpired term on the 
Planning Commission – term expires December 31, 2010: 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Riden to approve the appointment of Kent 
Spicher to fill an unexpired term on the Planning Commission, term expires 
December 31, 2010.  Seconded by Commissioner Reck.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Reck to adjourn.  Seconded by Commissioner 
Riden. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:45 a.m. 
 
     _________________________________ 
     Secretary 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________ 
Chief Clerk 


